
Weeds Help You Diagnose Soil Problems
Understanding why a particular weed is
growing in a garden or field can help a
grower figure out how to control it.
Weeds will often contain high amounts
of the mineral(s) that the topsoil is lack-
ing, and they can be the key to isolating
a particular soil problem. For example,
the presence of certain weeds can indi-
cate soil compaction, low fertility levels,
excess soil acidity or alkalinity, or the
absence of certain key nutrients. Many of
these soil problems are the result of the
use and overuse of agricultural chemi-
cals. These toxins, for that is what they
are, gradually deplete the soil of its bio-
logical life, slowing decomposition,
reducing nutrient availability, and
increasing soil compaction. Earth-worms
are soon discouraged and the life seeps slowly from
the soil. Weeds are nature’s way of helping to rebuild
damaged soil and showing the observant grower just
how to do it. Besides being good indicators, deep-
rooted weeds can bring scarce minerals back up to the
surface and make them available to crops via decom-

position. This is simply a continuous,
natural soil-balancing process that
increases the level of organic matter
via microbial activity. Gardeners and
farmers have adapted to this process by
delegating certain weeds, called green
manures or cover crops, and using nat-
ural fertilizers to return nutrients and
organic matter to the soil, encourage
increased microbial activity and root
growth, and attract a healthy earth-
worm population.

Make conditions less favorable for a
variety of weeds by using AGGRAND
Natural Fertilizer 4-3-3 to encourage
microbial activity and speed up decom-
position and nutrient availability. Weed

pressures can often be reduced by balancing the
phosphorus (P) to potassium (K) ratio to about 2:1. Use
equal amounts of AGGRAND Natural Liquid Bonemeal
0-12-0 and AGGRAND Natural Kelp and Sulfate of
Potash (about 2 oz each/gallon of water per 25 square
feet) for soil balancing. A soil test is recommended to
establish a starting point.
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How To Handle Garden Leftovers
The garden has been cleared of all the leftovers from
the growing season. The leaves have been raked and
the lawn has been mowed for the last time. Now
comes the second harvest: all that’s left of the nutrients
and minerals that were taken from the soil to
grow the vegetables, fruits and herbs you enjoyed
over the summer. This represents an investment of
sunlight, fertilizer and time, so let’s not waste it. It’s
time to start up the compost heap.
Begin by layering the leaves and grass clippings
alternately, with some of the bulkier material between
layers to trap pockets of air to help supply oxygen to
the decomposing microbes. A one-inch layer of
garden soil or old compost added occasionally will
add microbes and help compact the pile, allowing
good heat buildup. With this
method, and regular turning
and wetting down (moist but
not sopping), you will end
up with a nutrient- and mineral-
rich material called
humus that is easily used by
plants when added to garden
soil.
To help the composting
process along, sprinkle some
Fall and Winter Are Decomposing Time Fall and Winter Are Decomposing Time
AGGRAND Natural Fertilizer 4-3-3 on the pile (3
oz./gallon of water) before layering or turning, and
leave the top of the pile concave so liquid can seep
down gradually. Cover the pile to keep rain from
over-saturating it.
Worm Composting
The easiest way to compost is to introduce composting
worms, aka red wigglers (Eisenia fetida or
Eisenia andrei) into your pile and let them do the turning.
There are several places to find them on the
Internet, and they may cost around 20 to 25 dollars
per 1000, which is all you need to get started. Simply
make a hole into the center of your pile and place the
worms in it. Cover with a healthy layer of fresh compostables,
water in with AGGRAND 4-3-3 and let
them get to work. In a few weeks your compost pile
will begin to shrink as the
worms do their duty. They
will even take care of household
food scraps. Just
remember to dig a hole for
the scraps and then cover
with leaves. If you live in a
frigid climate, you might
want to try indoor worm
composting, which is easily
researched online.


